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1. Introduction      Faith Lewis 

Faith called the meeting to order 7:04 pm. She welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming to the 
first meeting of 2017. 

2. Principal’s Report      Galit Zolkower 

Galit reported that she and the staff have already begun to look ahead to next year. Kindergarten 
orientation is scheduled for May 5, 2017. The HVES open house is scheduled for February 22, 2017 from 
10-11 am. She will distribute flyers with details in the coming weeks. 

Galit also reported that she is planning on focusing on curriculum for the PTA general meeting on 
February 7, 2017. She will focus on enriched and accelerated curriculum in particular. Kim Varus and 
Jackie Martins will also be present and help lead the presentation and disussion. 

Other upcoming events include the valentine’s parties in the classrooms on February 14 beginning at 
2:45 (and parents can arrive to set up at 2:15). The fifth graders will have testing on the week of March 
13.  Career day will be held on March 10.  Finally, the parent teacher basketball game is scheduled for 
April 6 to be confirmed once the various gym locations are secured. 

Lastly, Galit noted that the new staffing numbers will be available on or about March 3. Galit hopes to 
share that information with parents in April. Hopefully HVES can keep the extra staff we received this fall.  
Our data is demonstrates the extra staffing has made a difference. There are currently 406 students 
enrolled. 

3. Membership Report     Stacey Ricci 

Stacey reported that we have 185 members.  Stacey compared the membership list from last year and 
sent direct emails and got one membership so she is continuing to focus on how to get us to our goal of 
250 members.  Stacey sent emails to PTA listserve.  Faith suggested emailing ISCA and other 
neighborhood listserves.  Kate Gunthert suggested reaching out to dads as part of our stated goals (of 
including more dads).  Stacey suggested distributing an envelope with the membership form and putting 
out in Thursday folders.   Galit suggested reaching out at the valentines’ party and/or international night.  
Faith suggested seeing if we can make payment for membership more easily done than going separately 
to pay pal.   

4. Financial Report      Abby Colucci 

Abby is still working on the financial report and will distribute materials at the next meeting. 

5. Fundraising       Siobhan Carroll 
       Faith Lewis 
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Questions had been raised at other events regarding the PTA’s fundraiser goals, particularly regarding 
the need more clarity about fundraising goals and what the PTA supports.  Among the many items that 
the PTA supports, the PTA had raised the idea of sponsoring field trips for all grades (not just 4th and 5th 
grades as is the case today). However, it can be hard to know the cost.  One thought was to establish a 
principal’s discretionary fund that could be used to cover a student’s lunches if a student is short or 
support a field trip for student who couldn’t afford it.  The budget already has discretionary fund for Ms. 
Zolkower. So she will use the allocated funds and the PTA may raise the budget in future years. 

The discussion continued to focus on trying to figure out how to support field trips or whether a physical 
item is needed for the school.  Galit indicated that “more stuff” doesn’t always help, she always wants 
more help in the classroom – she would rather encourage parents to come into the building and engage 
with the kids.   Discussion centered on how and where best in the building that parents could be used.  
Galit will work with the teachers and see if she can drum up list of activities that could help teachers.  The 
group discussed establishing a goal of volunteer time in the school. 

Faith reported that over spring break, HoopEd is sponsoring a camp and though the camp will not be at 
HVES, since they are working with HVES, the camp will be fundraiser for HVES PTA. 

Siobhan reported the date for the Shophouse fundraiser on February 8 and HVES shoppers will get 50% 
off.  She is also launching the Mabel’s labels fundraiser next week and will send communications around.  
Siobhan is also continuing to find fantastic items for the spring online auction.  She has obtained 
Disneyworld tickets for the online auction!   She has many other significant items in the works and is very 
hopeful for great items for the auction. 

Faith also reported another fundraising idea (from Mark Lewis) – at the spring concert, set up a table to 
sell flowers to give to the kids and teachers and staff for a job well done. 

6. Nominating Committee for Officers   Faith Lewis 

Faith and Kathryn Moore reviewed the by-laws to confirm that the committee needs to be formed by 
February.  Faith encouraged everyone to consider serving on the committee or as a PTA officer or help 
think of others who might wish to join or serve as a committee member or officer. 

7. Open coordinator positions    Faith Lewis 

Faith reported that Taylor Stager has agreed to serve as bake sale coordinator. 

Emily Prugar is again organizing heart healthy dance.  She would love help in getting voting for the top 10 
songs.  The dance will be held on February 17, 2017 7:00-8:45pm.  The planning is underway. 

8. Completed Events 

 Staff Appreciation Dinner    Larissa Strout, Holly Plank 

 The event was a success and there was even food leftover. 

 Holiday Bazaar     A. Horton, M. Bridgewater, J. Dodd  

 The event was a huge success.  Jenny via email thanked everyone for all their efforts! 

 Art to Remember     Jenny Stavros Turner, Lori Love 
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 Jenny reported that the last order has been delivered!  All done!   She thanked the 
many great helpers. There were 210 orders. She expected to make around $3,000 
for the school. 

 

9. Ongoing/Upcoming PTA Events/Activities: 

 Heart Healthy Dance & Bake Sale Feb 14  Emily Prugar 

 Planning is underway.  Chris B is ready to DJ.  Emily will notify group of details as they 
arise. 

 Cultural Arts Assembly    Caroline Broder, Mayra Griggs 

 Caroline reported that the first assembly will be on February 23, 2017 and will be a 
performance by Interact Theater. 

 The second assembly will be Step Africa. Date is TBD. 

 Science Night      C. Raker Dillon, J. Rhone, S. Ricci 

 Jana reported that science night will be held on February 23, 2017. 7-8:30pm. 
Planning is underway.  She is starting with 5th graders and so far 18 groups have 
signed up.  She will again be doing a door prize/raffle. 

 Read-A-Thon      Trayce Diskin, Holly Rothrock 

 Tracyce has started the process.  She will work with teachers on determining goals. 

 Geo-Bowl      Kelly Kleine 

 Parent-Staff Basketball Game  April 6   Bret Forville 

 Planning is underway.  There was also discussion of also having a soccer game in the 
fall 

 Carnival      Maura Suilebhan, Jill Siegelbaum 

 Carnival is scheduled for May 13, 2017.  Planning is underway. 

 PTA General Meeting Feb 7.   

 As noted above, Jackie and Kim will discuss curriculum. 

 PTA Planning Meeting Feb 21.    

 The meeting will focus on the nominating committee and spring events. 
 

10. Digital archive      Faith Lewis 

Faith reminded everyone to please keep a record of what each coordinator or officer did this year (any 
role, responsibilities, timelines, contacts, helpful details, etc.) and give an electronic version to Stacey 
Ricci.  We will also keep this information on the website.  She wants to avoid re-creating the wheel each 
year and would appreciate a record of anything useful for the person taking over the role.   

11. Other Business/Announcements 

No other announcements or business was raised and Faith adjourned the meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

 

 

 

Volunteers - Remember to record your volunteer 

hours in the office log or on the PTA website! 


